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Town Council Meetings 1st and 3rd Thursdays each month at 6:00 PM
Planning Commission Meetings 4th Thursday each month at 6:30 PM
The Public is always welcome!      












Winter Grove Trail
Residents have been concerned about the signs posted by the Forest Service at the beginning of the paved Winter Grove Trail that goes alongside the old Jefferson Hunt campground. We talked to the interim Ogden District Forest Ranger, and he said the “closed signs” have been posted due to the ongoing work to clear out the remaining “decommissioned” infrastructure from the Jefferson Hunt campground. Whenever heavy equipment is in the campground removing the materials the trail needs to be closed for safety reasons. This is understandable, but WHEN the heavy equipment shows up to do that job is “unknown”. The posted signs state the trail is closed through 2026.  The Forest Service does not have the manpower to monitor this trail daily and is not able to be there to post signs when the heavy equipment does arrive, so they have posted the signs for the entire year to protect their liability until the job is completed. The District Ranger did emphasize the trail is not being monitored.  If, by chance, you run into a Forest Service employee a civil conversation would be expected, but no fine. From our conversation with the District Ranger, the Town’s advice to our residents is to continue using the Winter Grove trail, except when you see active work being done around the campground. It is also expected that Rocky Mountain Power will sometime be working around the campground with the electric infrastructure and you need to avoid the trail during that time. It is also advised not to damage or hide the Forest Service signs. 

Sales and Use Tax Revenue for Huntsville—Part 2
Part 1 of this Sales Tax discussion (published in the November newsletter) summarized the importance and benefits of Sales and Use Tax, and clarified that, in 2025,  Town  Leadership  decided  to  leverage two key 





sales tax strategies to increase much needed revenue while limiting the impact on residents. For Part 2, let’s take a closer look at the two strategic moves:
First, Town leadership chose to “opt-in” to  the 1% Local Town Option sales tax, which increased the Town’s sales tax from 7.25% to 8.25%. The 1% local option sales tax is a sales/use tax imposed by the State, but earmarked for local governments.  The pooled funds from this 1% Statewide sales tax filters down to Huntsville, through Weber County, based population share and point of sale share in Weber County.  Even though Huntsville is a small percentage of the total Weber County population and generates a relatively small amount of taxable sales today, the Town’s share of this 1% tax is about $23,000 per month or over $250,000 annually (a 25% increase on the Town’s total revenue!).  In sum, opting in to the 1% Local Option tax allows Huntsville, for the first time, to share in a large pool of money generated by retail sales across the entire State.  And, total 2026 sales/use tax revenue should approach $500,000, which is 4-5 times greater than the Town’s revenue from property taxes. 
Second, Town Leadership fell in line with other cities, by initiating a municipal energy sales tax.  This new revenue stream will generate around $50,000 in annual revenue for 2026.  This represents another 5% increase in revenue. Both of these strategic tax moves greatly enhance Huntsville’s financial resilience in the face of rapidly increasing expenses for public safety, roads, parks, etc. by increasing overall revenue by approximately 30%.  To put this into perspective, the Town’s revenue grew a modest 2.6%, on average, over the previous years.
The Aldous Cabin
We are working on funding to restore and protect the cabin.  This year, we hope to re-chink the logs and apply a preservative finish on the wood. This will be an opportunity for the Town to, again, come together to preserve this historical structure. As we raise finances and prepare the final restoration plans, we will schedule times and details of the work that will be needed. Stay tuned for further information. Thank you for your upcoming help with this project.
CERT Training
The CERT Program educates people about disaster preparedness for hazards that may impact their area and trains them in basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety, first aid, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical operations. Here is the information for the upcoming Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) training.  Online training takes about 9-12 hours and must be completed prior to the in-class portion.  The in-class portion will be Thursday evenings, 6:00-9:00 pm, beginning April  16th, lasting 4 weeks, until May 7th.   The final class is a realistic mock exercise.  This is excellent training for almost no costs.  The in-person training costs $40, which is for the supplies you will receive. If you have already received CERT training, this is a good refresher course at no cost. The online training can be found on the U of U CERT webpage: onlinecert.org 
MAYOR’S  MESSAGE
Thanks to Council Member Artie Powell
Council Member Artie Powell’s term ended in January, and he leaves a significant legacy on our Town Council. I have truly enjoyed working with Artie and getting to know him over the past four years. He embodies a deep love for Huntsville and has consistently worked to make our community a better place. Artie’s dedication and steady leadership have made a lasting impact. And while I’m sure his wife, Julie, is happy to have him home a little more these days, rumor has it that when Artie first ran four years ago, she may have jokingly encouraged residents to vote for his opponent. Thankfully for all of us, his campaign was a success. Thank you, Artie, for your service, commitment, and friendship.

Welcome to Incoming Council Member Jim Truett
While we are sad to see Artie step away, we are excited to welcome Jim Truett back to public service. Jim is a familiar face in our community and previously served as our long-time Mayor. Jim brings a wealth of experience and strong working relationships with our partners, including the Sheriff’s Office, Fire District, County Commission, and other regional agencies. His knowledge and leadership will be a tremendous asset as we continue working for the benefit of Huntsville. We are fortunate to have Jim once again serving our community.
Water Project Update
We continue to make steady progress on Huntsville’s water system improvement project. We are currently working with the lender to finalize and close on the approved loan, which requires completion of a bond process. We expect this to be finalized within the next few weeks. An engineering firm has also been selected and is now preparing detailed plans for the replacement of the main water line. These plans are expected to be completed in the coming weeks, after which the project will be put out to bid for contractor selection. Our goal is to begin construction in late spring and complete the project by fall, minimizing disruption while delivering long-term improvements to system reliability. We are very fortunate to have secured such favorable financing and look forward to the significant reliability upgrades this project will provide for our community.
Loan Terms Overview
The Utah Drinking Water Board approved a total funding package of $1,698,000 for Huntsville’s water system improvements. This includes $510,000 in principal forgiveness, meaning that portion does not need to be repaid. The remaining $1,188,000 is financed at a low 1.5% interest rate over 30 years. These highly favorable terms help keep long-term costs manageable for the Town while allowing us to make critical investments in our water infrastructure.
Sincerely,
Richard L. Sorensen, Mayor, Town of Huntsville
