Huntsville Happenings
www.huntsvilleutah.gov  7474 E 200 S,   P.O. Box 267    801-745-3420    March 2026
Town Council Meetings 1st and 3rd Thursdays each month at 6:00 PM
Planning Commission Meetings 4th Thursday each month at 6:30 PM
The Public is always welcome!      










The Robert Frederick Aldous Cabin
Robert Frederick Aldous came to America in about 1851 with his wife Mary Anne Parkin and their five children.  They arrived in Salt Lake City on September 14, 1853.  They moved to Ogden and then to Bingham’s Fort.  In the spring of 1861, they relocated to Huntsville.  He supervised the building of three bridges in Ogden Canyon, helped build the first log schoolhouse in Huntsville, and supervised the construction of a stone schoolhouse.  He was one of the first schoolteachers in the town, and for five years was the water master, serving in both positions without compensation. Built in 1861, the Aldous cabin was the first Huntsville home.  It was located southwest of the corner of 7600 E and 200 South. Several generations of Aldous lived in the home. In 1991, Gunn and Donna McKay, current owners of the land the cabin was on, donated the cabin to Huntsville Town to be moved to the center of town, restored, and used as a museum.  It took several years to restore and fill the cabin with many historical items.  Numerous volunteers worked many hours, and many people donated items to be put in the cabin.  Today we can tour the cabin and learn its history. Majken Harris and Rosemary Waite help conduct these tours as well as care for the cabin and the valuable items inside. The last three and a half decades have taken a toll on the cabin.  We replaced the wood shake roof last year.  The porch had to be removed as the base of the post had rotted away.  The chinking is now crumbling allowing the harsh weather into the cabin.  Today, we are working on funding to restore and protect the cabin.  This year, we hope to re-chink the logs and apply a preservative finish on the wood.  This will be an opportunity for the town to, again, come together to preserve this historical structure.  As we raise finances and   prepare   the   final   restoration    plans,   we   will schedule times and details of the work that will be needed.  Thank you for your upcoming help with this project.




Huntsville Welcome Sign
The Huntsville Welcome Sign on 100  South needs some repair.  The Town Council voted to provide funds to do a make-over for the wooden Huntsville Welcome Sign.  Along with this we will also be restoring the sign for the historic Aldous Cabin and creating a new sign for the David O. McKay House.

Dance with Joy
Mountain Arts and Music is hosting a 6-session social dance series, Swing Plus with Joy Clem. Classes will be held once a month beginning Friday, March 20. Classes will be held at the Huntsville Town Hall from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. The first hour will be a group class teaching East Coast Swing plus another core social dance (Waltz, Rumba, West Coast Swing, Cha Cha, Merengue & Ballads). The second hour will be an open dance where you’ll get to practice what you’ve learned, get one-on-one help, and socialize. Feel free to bring a snack to share! Gain confidence and competence in Swing and an understanding of other dance options for songs where the rhythm doesn’t feel appropriate for Swing.  Develop connection with your partner through solid frame and handhold techniques to effectively communicate dance intention.  This class is open to anyone 16 years and older, with or without a partner. The cost for the full 6-class series is $50 per person or $100  per couple. Or the cost is $10 per class per person. Bundle now to get one class free. Go to mountainartsandmusic.org for the full schedule and to sign up. For more information call or text Joy Clem at 801-949-7725.
CERT Training
This is a reminder that a new in-class CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) training course will start on April 16, on Thursday evenings from 6 to 9 PM and will last 4 weeks. On-line training must  be  completed  prior  to  the in-class portion.  The 


online training takes about 9-12 hours and can be accessed at onlinecert.org. The cost of the in-person class is $40 which covers the supplies you will receive.  We never know when a disaster will happen and this training will ensure you can be part of a team that has the knowledge and skills to help our community.

Outdoor Lighting
This is a reminder that Huntsville Town does have an ordinance on outdoor lighting.  In order to preserve the rural character and public values of Huntsville Town, the ordinance is intended to regulate the permitted use of outdoor artificial illuminating devices emitting undesirable rays into the night sky; glare to on-coming traffic, intrusion of light onto adjacent properties, and light pollution in general, which may have a detrimental effect on the ambiance, economy, and rural character of Huntsville Town. The general requirement is for outdoor lights to be shielded so that the emitted light only points down below the light fixture. Huntsville currently  has a classification of  a “dark-sky” location and our local Huntsville Astronomic and Lunar Observatory (HALO), located in the Compass Rose Lodge, is evidence of our Town’s dark-sky classification. We want to keep our dark-sky classification. Please go outside and observe your night lights. If they are emitting light into the night sky, or horizontally onto your neighbor’s property, this is not acceptable. We ask you to please follow the ordinance and provide adequate shielding, or not to have your lights on at night when they are not needed.

MAYOR’S MESSAGE

A Strange Winter In Huntsville
It has been a strange and unusually warm winter. Before we know it, our kids will be out hunting for Easter eggs. When  I  saw  someone  wakeboarding  on Pineview on




Christmas Day, I had concerns, but I certainly didn’t expect to see the reservoir without ice in March and very little snow on the ground. We are still hoping for some spring snow to help bolster the mountain snowpack and support our water storage heading into summer.
Planning Commission Leadership Update
Allen Endicott recently announced his resignation as Chair of the Planning Commission after several years of dedicated service to Huntsville. I want to personally thank Allen for the time, energy, and thoughtful leadership he has given to our town. He stepped into the role at a very important time, and his steady and fair approach helped the Commission work through several significant issues. Public service often happens behind the scenes and rarely receives the recognition it deserves, but Allen’s contributions have made a real and lasting difference. While Allen leaves very big shoes to fill, I have asked Jeff Larsen to serve as the new Chair of the Planning Commission. Jeff has served on the Commission for several years and has a strong understanding of the issues, the process, and the responsibility that comes with the role. I appreciate his willingness to step forward and continue this important work. Please join me in thanking Allen for his dedicated service and in supporting Jeff as he takes on this leadership position. Our town is fortunate to have both of these individuals willing to serve.
Thank You, Neighbors and Friends
As we look ahead to spring, stay tuned for upcoming events and opportunities to connect with your neighbors. Thank you for being great neighbors and for being such an important part of our Huntsville community.
Richard L. Sorensen
Mayor
Town of Huntsville 
